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Let hope be your guide Jeremiah 32:1 -3a, 6 – 15 
 

The Babylonians have laid siege to 
Jerusalem, just as Jeremiah had warned 
the king, and for that warning – and its 
implied criticism – King Zedekiah has 
Jeremiah thrown in prison.  This looked 
like the end, both for Jeremiah and for 
Jerusalem.  And yet at that moment, 
Jeremiah chooses to buy a field from a 
relative.  Contradiction or confidence?  All 
that Jeremiah had been telling the kings 
and the people over decades – “the long 
overdue punishment for all your sins and 
your desertion of God’s will and way is at 

hand” – all of that is overturned in a single act with a powerful message.  Or is it 
overturned?  Is the possibility of a future not just an extension of the message of the 
omnipotence of God? 
Beyond the coming destruction, there will be a future, here in Jerusalem and Judea for 
the people of God, if you look a bit further into God’s plans and rest in the faithfulness of 
God.  Disaster is coming, the night is falling, but have faith, a dawn is coming.  There will 
be a new day. 
This is the message of hope that is repeated, again and again, through the story of God’s 
dealings with the people of Israel and the world.  We may not fully sense it, but this is part 
of the message of our communion liturgy – ‘On the night that he was betrayed.’  The 
darkness of the crucifixion was falling over Jesus’ life and yet he took the time to share a 
meal with the disciples and instruct them to remember him each time they shared the 
meal in the future.  That is hope, just like Jeremiah buying a field.  Hope based not just 
on the faithfulness of God but on the very nature of God.  Read on in Jeremiah – and I 
trust you will – and hear his prayer, where he that takes up his concern about the very act 
of buying this field.   

“Ah Lord God! It is you who made heaven and earth by your great power and 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you. You show faithfulness to the 
thousandth generation.” 

 
Now, I didn’t settle on this text for today because of what is happening here at Highfield 
Rd, as if my leaving is some sort of disaster and night is falling!  This passage of hope in 
the face of rising darkness speaks to seasons of change but it, more importantly, speaks to 
the what the whole church is going through in our society, and societies like ours around 
the world.  An ageing and shrinking church losing relevance and reputation in the world, 
through our own unjust, and sometimes criminal, actions and our inaction in adapting our 
message of God’s love to a changing culture.  Many feel that pressure, like Jeremiah, of 
being under siege and not knowing what the future holds.  But what is our response?  
Bunker down and look to ourselves, like King Zedekiah, or trust in God and take a step of 
faith like Jeremiah?  From scripture, from our creeds, and from our faith, we are called to 
look to a possible future in the faithfulness and power of God. 
 
No one knows why Hanamel, Jeremiah’s cousin, chose that time to sell his family field.  It 
may simply be that he had no descendants to inherit the land and so he offered it to 
Jeremiah, his nearest relative with the right to redeem the land – a common practice in 
ancient Israel.  Or it could be that he saw a chance to cash in on his assets to get some 
liquidity to escape the coming destruction.  Whatever the reason, this was, for Jeremiah, 



an opportunity.  An opportunity to give life and reality to the message of the faithfulness 
of God.  And, as some of you may know the quote from Sondheim’s musical Into the 
Woods, ‘Opportunity is not a lengthy visitor.’  And Jeremiah seizes the opportunity.  
Remember, Jeremiah was one of those very public prophets who liked to enact his 
messages – he’s the one who walked around Jerusalem wearing a yoke to get across the 
warning that everyone was about to be yoked to Babylon.  Here, in buying this field, was 
the opportunity to enact the message that, in the faithfulness of God, there is a future.  
This coming disaster, right there at our gate, is not a full stop on the history of Israel, it’s a 
semi-colon.  God still loves the people of Israel and will bring them back home.  There will 
come again a time when fields in Judea are owned and traded, so look to the faithfulness 
of God. 
 
There, in prison, ignored, slurred as a traitor to the king, Jeremiah could have given up; 
“I’ve done my best, faithfully delivered the warning and wasn’t listened to.  Let it all 
happen the way God said.”  But instead, he remained open to the word and will of God.  
He was ready to listen to the new word of God and, even more importantly, ready to act 
on it; ready to seize the opportunity that came in the form of his cousin, Hanamel. 
Now, I could easily follow the thread of asking, “What are our opportunities at hand right 
now?  Where are we being called to act like Jeremiah?”  But I think there is a far more 
important message from this text:   
Are we ready to listen for the word of God and are we open to seizing opportunities when 
they arise?  Are we ready to embrace change, even change that is for the future and not 
for us? 

When I was in college, we had a visit from Andrew Lord Mawson, telling of the 
amazing work done in transforming an old, dying church into a vibrant community 
hub, a story that he captured in his book Social Entrepreneur.  The simple formula 
that he presented was, “Say Yes!”  Don’t wait for detailed plans and agreements 
signed in triplicate.  When someone comes and asks for space or partnership, say 
Yes!  You may not know what the future will be, but trust in God and seize the 
opportunity presented. 

 
It’s very easy to say, “Say Yes”, but do we have enough faith, enough trust in the 
faithfulness of God, enough courage to move out of our comfort zone, to say yes to 
opportunities to proclaim hope in the face of all the problems around us?  Two hundred 
years of Enlightenment philosophy has slowly but surely driven faith into the private 
sphere, convincing people that faith is about us, our comfort, our sense of connection to 
God.  But these stories from the prophets of old, all the stories of Jesus, all the actions of 
the first generations of apostles, all proclaim the opposite – God loves the world and is 
calling us to be salt and light and hope - so say Yes.  Say ‘Yes’ to opportunities to enact 
love.  Say ‘Yes’ to opportunities to proclaim hope and say ‘Yes’ to opportunities to connect 
with the world.   
And if you don’t think you have enough courage, or faith, or trust, to say yes, I prescribe a 
strict diet of prayer and Bible Reading.  Connection to God in and through Jesus our Christ 
is the way to base our faith in the unchanging grace and faithfulness of God rather than 
faith in our buildings, our way of worship, our theology, or our structures and plans.  There 
is nothing so certain as change, but we can face change, and even use it to proclaim hope, 
if we rest in the unchanging faithfulness of God – Creator, Saviour, and Sustainer.  Amen 


