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If you read scripture, and I hope you do, and the 
stories of Israel in the Old Testament, you will see 
two competing ideas about God.  Actually, you will 
see lots of competing ideas about God as the people 
tried to work out their faith and their purpose, but 
I’m talking about one concept in particular:   

Is God just God of Israel or is God the God of the 
whole world?   

To read the history of Israel, particularly the 
occupation of Palestine and the wars with competing 
nations – first the Canaanites, then the Philistines, 

then the Egyptians and the Assyrians and the Babylonians – it almost reads like a war 
between gods.  The people of that age believed in ‘their’ god, and so a battle was about 
which god was stronger, Baal or Adonai Elohim, Marduk or Yahweh.  Scripture seems to be 
saying God – Yahweh, or if you hold to the holiness of God’s name then Adonai Elohim – is 
our God.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob becomes the God of Israel.   

However, in parallel with that idea, we have the concept of God as God of the whole 
world, the one true God.  The creation stories of Genesis, the laws about welcoming 
strangers into worship, the healing of foreigners like Naaman, and the great command to 
be a light to the Gentiles, all point to God’s dealings with Israel not being about an 
exclusive relationship but building a nation of examples, preachers, missionaries, and 
apostles for the whole world.  Even the great worship creed, the Shema – Hear O Israel, 
the Lord your God, the Lord is one – can be seen not just as a statement of monotheism – 
as it is usually pictured, in opposition to the pantheons of Egypt, Greece and Rome - but 
a declaration that there is only one God.   

Unfortunately, the idea of an exclusive relationship is the one that dominated Israel and, 
as I said last week, the concept you have of God is the dominant way you present God to 
the world.  So, the people of Israel became, in their own minds, the gatekeepers and 
mediators of God for everyone else; if you want to come to God you have to convert to 
be like us, worship our way, in the Temple, and follow the Law. 

And so, we come to the New Testament and the great revelation of God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ in full view of the world – as the creed says, ‘Suffered under Pontius Pilate’, the 
governor in the Roman Empire – and yet, the infant church, the community of apostles 
and disciples, acted as if Jesus was theirs and became the new gatekeepers.  If you want 
to know about the salvation of God in Jesus the Christ, then you must become Jewish and 
follow the Law.  And it took a lot of revelation from God to break through that old, 
exclusive concept and open the faith to all.  Pentecost, with the proclamation of God’s 
grace in many languages, Peter’s vision of the cloth let down from heaven with a whole 
lot of unclean animals, and then his experience of the Spirit coming alive in Cornelius and 
his friends, then Paul’s calling to be the apostle to the Gentiles.  And all that history 
stands behind the great declaration of One God for all the world that Paul writes to his 
apprentice in the faith, Timothy.  There is only one God for all the world and so pray for 
all the world.  There is only one mediator – Jesus Christ who was human and so takes all 
that we are into God’s presence – and so there can be no gatekeepers saying, “You have 
to be like us to get to God.” 



Sadly, the two concepts – God is ours versus God for the world – still run through our faith, 
bringing out the urge in some Christians to be gatekeepers; God is our God and if you 
want to get to God and Jesus, you must be like us.  In the light of the scripture passage 
from Paul today, that seems difficult to understand – Paul says quite clearly, ‘there is only 
one God and one mediator, Jesus’.  And I think this has a lot to do with our culture.  We 
are the inheritors of the Western Tradition which for over 300 years has carried the 
message, ‘We are the best and if you want to be civilised and progressive, you have to be 
like us.’  A tendency seen in every empire that Paul knew from scripture and history, and 
I think that is why Paul connected One God for all the world with prayer for all the world.  
It is very hard to hate or subjugate or dominate people you have prayed for!   

Pray for everyone!   

I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone 

You can’t offer thanksgivings and intercessions for people that you don’t like or for 
people you are about to conquer!  You offer those prayers through understanding that we 
are all in the grace and care of the One God and all share humanity with the One 
mediator and Saviour, Jesus the Christ.   

I’m not sure about the punctuation of the transition from verse 1 to verse 2 or Paul’s train 
of thought here.  Should we translate this as ‘prayers be offered for everyone, even kings 
and all in high positions?’  As if this would come as a shock to the reader; that the lesson 
is to bring earthly authority into our sphere of prayer.  Or should we look to the whole  
sentence and translate, ‘prayers be offered for everyone including kings and all in high 
positions, so that we may share the gospel in peaceable lives?’  You are not just praying 
for the welfare of earthly authority but for a particular purpose.  Paul may here be 
remembering that it was King Cyrus of Persia who gave permission for the Jews to return 
to Jerusalem from Babylon.  Either way, our prays should not just be limited to our small 
corner of the world and people we like and care for, as if God was our God.  Pray for those 
you may not care to talk to, pray for people who don’t like the church or who have no 
faith, pray for those who may be considered enemies, and pray for our political leaders.  
All, everyone, all humankind, are under the One God and a part of our sphere of prayer. 

In our multicultural and multi faith society, this statement of One God and One Saviour is 
radical, however, it shouldn’t become weaponised to beat on people of other faiths.  
Rather, it is a prompt to us to include people of other faiths in our prayers and our love 
and our cooperation.  Ecumenism is a great expression of this passage from Paul, a 
recognition that we each need to find our place of comfort and ‘home’ in our individually 
different worship of the One God.  God is not our God; we are one small part of the great 
patchwork of God’s people. 

 
 


