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The path of reconciliation  Luke 3:1 – 6 
 

 
 
 ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

prepare ye the way of the Lord’ 
 
That’s the message of John, this strange figure 
evoking the prophets of old who takes up the 
mission of being the one, according to his father, 
to go before Jesus to prepare his way.  Prepare 
yourselves for the coming of the promised one of 
God by repenting and seeking God’s forgiveness.  
The stern preacher from the wilderness telling 
people they have been bad and need to clean up 
their act to be worthy of receiving the Lord.  
Prepare the way, tidy up your lives, make your 
crooked ways straight.  That’s an image that 

comes from the stories we have of John.  Particularly if we read on and hear his cries of, 
“Bear fruit worthy of repentance, the axe is ready to cut down the trees that don’t bear 
fruit.”  And we wonder how is it that Luke calls John’s preaching ‘good news’?  It seems 
to be the very opposite of Jesus’ mission of loving acceptance and grace.  And we wonder 
why this reading is in Advent.  Are we supposed to repent of all our bad ways and clean 
ourselves up before Christmas?  Have we missed something? 
Yes, John does call for people to have a change of mind and heart, but the quote from 
Isaiah with the comforting words of the return from Exile turn John’s message around for 
us.  “God is doing the work of preparing the way, the path is being made for you to return 
to God.” 
 
Pedantic me is again drawn to the punctuation of the quote from Isaiah because it is 
different to what we read in the book of Isaiah.   

In Isaiah we read, ‘The voice of one crying out, “In the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord …  
In Luke we read, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord …  
Is the voice in the wilderness or is the preparation to happen in the wilderness?   
Interestingly this passage of Isaiah is associated with John in all the gospels and in all 
cases follows the punctuation shown in Luke.  But I like the Isaiah version because, for 
the people of Israel, God did all the preparation in the wilderness that separated Babylon 
from Judea so that the path home was straight and level and smooth.  The people didn’t 
have to do all the work to earn their return home.  And I like the Isaiah version because it 
points us to the wilderness in our lives, the wildernesses in our culture and society, the 
wildernesses that are separating people from God.   

We have just emerged from a time that felt like a wilderness, with disconnection 
from family and friends, restricted travel and recreation, limited gathering. 
Some live in a wilderness of guilt or remorse and think they are disconnected from 
forgiveness or love. 
Some live in a wilderness of materialism and feel that their lives are empty. 
Some live in a wilderness of thinking that religion is all about demands and either 
feel excluded or don’t feel good enough to be welcomed.  “Thanks for the invite, 
but I’m not worthy enough to be that close to God.” 



 
And the message from Isaiah that I think also reflects the mission of John is, “You don’t 
have to stay in your wilderness.  Rejoice, God is doing all the work to lower the 
mountains and fill in the valleys and smooth and straighten the path, all you have to do is 
choose to walk it.” 
 
Reconciliation, reunion, peace.  That is the message of John in this season of Advent.   
And not a peace that comes through us cleaning up our lives and striving to be righteous 
to appease an angry, perfect God.  This peace is God-caused, God-initiated and due to 
the grace of God.  The child being carried by Mary is the preparation for the path of 
reconciliation.  In the child, God is preparing the way: flattening the mountains of guilt 
and unworthiness, filling in the valleys of grief and doubt, smoothing the rough roads 
through mercy and straightening the paths through grace.   
 
John did a lot to prepare the people for the ministry of Jesus through individualising and 
internalising the understanding of sin and repentance, and through the concept of 
baptism, a ritual normally reserved for people converting to Judaism, but that 
contribution we talk about at other times of the year.  We look to John at the start of 
Jesus’ adult ministry.  Here in Advent, John is not so much the rough preacher calling for 
repentance, but the one who announces that, after 400 years of prophetic silence, God is 
doing something to bring the people back to faith.  God is preparing the way, come join in 
the pathway to reconciliation and peace.  Not peace that’s about stopping wars or 
getting rid of foreign overlords, but the peace that comes with being reconciled to God. 
 

Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
the peace that was meant to be 
With God as our Father, 
brothers all are we; 
let me walk with my brother 
in perfect harmony. 
  Vince Gill 1993 

 
Our Advent story is about peace that permeates our very being because we are no longer 
struggling alone with our emotions, our desires, and our temptations; we are reunited 
with God.  A union that allows us to see everyone else as people who are also reunited 
with God or who can be reunited with God.  A peace that we see coming because we have 
our hope with God. 
 


