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God’s Connection to the World   
 

And Jesus said to Nathaniel, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 

sermonunder the fig tree? You will see greater things than these. I tell you; you 

will see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 

Man”. 

 

Jesus style of teaching was through stories, parables and images, and sometimes he referenced 

stories from the past.  And those connections to the old stories from history of Israel sometimes 

open new ideas, and sometimes reinforce the ideas of old.  From the story we have in Genesis, 

we could be talking today about Jacob’s encounter with God in historical terms, discussing the 

transfer of the covenant from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob, or talking about the different ways that 

God communicates with people – Abraham’s visitors, verses Isaac’s vision, verses Jacob’s dream.  

Or we could learn from our Celtic ancestors and talk about thin places, with Jacob’s great 

revelation, ‘surely God is in this place.’  However, Jesus reference to this ancient story in John’s 

Gospel takes our minds somewhere else.  Jacob’s dream becomes an image of God’s connection 

to the world, a connection that takes physical form in Jesus.  The angels ascending and 

descending on Jacob’s ladder, are ascending and descending on Jesus.  The story shifts from 

being about Jacob, and the origins of the people of Israel, to being about God.  The story 

becomes a parable.  A parable that leads us away from the god images of Greece, Rome, Babylon 

or even Canaan, to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of Jesus, who is connected, 

involved and present with the world. 

 

At the risk of starting a theological discussion, which sometimes comes across as being about 

religion and not about our daily lives, this is important stuff because our image of God leads 

directly into how we treat people in our lives.  If your image of God is the supreme, almighty, 

perfect being located outside of the world and handing down rules to be followed, then you can 

slide into moralism and judgement.  If your image of God is ‘God for us’, then you can slide into 

exclusivism.  If your image of God is a masculine dispenser of justice, you can slide into 

paternalism and hierarchy.  I see too many groups, or people, claiming to be Christians, even 

Bible believing Christians, whose behaviour doesn’t reflect God as revealed through Jesus Christ.  

And Jesus reference to the Jacob story shows that the image of a connected, gracious and 

compassionate God is a constant thread throughout scripture. 

 

The dream that came to Jacob in no way reflected a reward for good behaviour.  Jacob had 

cheated his brother and father to win the inheritance and the blessing and the journey he was on 

to Paddan-aram was the first time he had obeyed his father.  The dream is a sign of grace, and an 

example of a God who is faithful to promises.  But then, there is so much more in this dream – 

angels ascending and descending.  God is in constant connection and communication with the 

world that God create in and through love.  The angels, the symbolic messengers of God, are 

ascending and descending but it is God who speaks to Jacob.  This is not a disconnected God 

sending a messenger.  The ladder may be stretching up to heaven, but God is standing beside 

Jacob.  There is no demand here for purity or preparation, this is God meeting Jacob where he is.  

Follow this thread through scripture, to the burning bush, to the call to Samuel, to the Elijah’s 
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encounters on the mountains, to the furnace of Babylon and on to Jesus.  This is our connected, 

gracious and faithful God, meeting people where they are, and in their need.  

 

 

If the origin stories in Genesis are correct, then we are created in the image of God – what God 

does is what we are called to do.  That is why understanding your image of God is important.  

Jacob’s dream, interpreted as a parable from Jesus says that God is connected to this world, 

gracious towards it and compassionate.  Therefore, that is who we are called to be, and what we 

are called to do.  The angels ascended and descended on Jesus as he demonstrated that God was 

connected to this world; that God was and is with us.  And that is now extended as we are the 

body of Christ here and now.   

 

God is connected and so we cannot disconnect ourselves from the world.  We each have 

our lives in the world and our connections with friends and family and it’s not like we are to hold 

our spiritual breath during the week and then breathe deeply on Sunday, in the presence of God.   

God is connected to the world and so we are called to celebrate that connection by 

engaging with all the people we meet and share with, as the people of God.  Listen to people, 

share with them, offer your perspective on faith and your story and experience of living with God. 

God is gracious and so we are called to meet the world with grace.  We each have 

experienced the grace of God, because we know we are not perfect and yet here we are 

worshipping and sharing, so there is no place for moral superiority or judgement.   Jesus got a 

reputation for sharing with the ‘wrong’ people.  He celebrated and shared the grace of God, 

declaring that people were not wrong, they were lost.  See people as people, share with them 

and address their hunger for meaning and their thirst for acceptance. 

God is compassionate and so we are called to meet those in need with compassion.  

Against a culture of demonization and judgement, we can feed the poor, house the homeless and 

welcome the refugee, declaring that our actions are not charity, they are justice.  If God created 

the world in love, and relates to the world in compassion, then we are called to live in and 

through love and compassion for all. 

 

 

God, the kingdom, the faith; these are all things that are hard to describe in clear 

straightforward language.  But they all can be alluded to and brought closer through stories, 

allegories and symbols.  Jacob’s dream is a story with many meanings, grace, the covenant, and 

even God’s presence that leads to Bethel becoming a temple site.  However, even though it is an 

Old Testament story, through Jesus, the story teller whose life became a story in itself, the 

ladder that connects earth and heaven becomes the symbol of God, the One who is always 

connected, always gracious and always compassionate, and who calls us all to follow that 

example. 
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