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Reading: Matthew 28:16 – 20 
   

Worshipping with hesitation   

 

“The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, 

the Spirit incomprehensible, and the whole lot 

incomprehensible” 

So said Dorothy Sayers in response to the Athanasian 

Creed, and many would say something similar with a lot of 

our creeds.   

Perichoresis, to rotate or move around, sometimes called 

“The great dance of love”, is still incomprehensible as a way 

to describe an understanding of God as triune or as a 

community of the divine. 

All our many allegories, explanations or attempts to 

describe God, end up as incomprehensible to a lot of us. 

Matthew’s description of the eleven on top of that maintain in Galilee would seem to describe 

every congregation – “They worshipped him, but some doubted”!  But the wonderful part of this 

little story of the resurrected Jesus is that he didn’t chastise the disciples for their hesitation or 

reluctance or doubt, he simply called them again into the great ministry of spreading the gospel 

and raising disciples.  The earthly Jesus called the disciples to follow, and they did.  He even sent 

them on mission, with authority and power, and they went.  And in their following, and in their 

sending, they came to understand Jesus as someone special, Peter even claimed that Jesus was the 

promised Messiah.  And now, on top of that mountain, despite their denial at the arrest and 

crucifixion, despite their fear and their doubt, the Risen Jesus renews the call and the sending; go 

into the world and turn people into learners of the way of God, and I will be with you. 

 

It may just seem like playing with words but the scribes and the commentators and the scholars 

over the centuries have consistently had doubts about Matthew’s mention of doubt.  How could 

the disciples, the apostles, the founders and builders of the church, have doubts?  Matthew must 

have meant something else.  There are some who think there were other people on the mountain, 

other disciples beyond the eleven and it is they who doubted.  There are some who say, given the 

only other use of the Greek word in Matthew is the story of Peter walking on water and failing, that 

the word means hesitation or stumble and not doubt.  There are those who say the ‘doubts’ are 

actually guilt for their failure.  And there are some who say it should be read as, “They worshipped 

him but with some doubt”, as if that makes a big difference.   

However, all of this doubting about doubt is based in that question, “How could the apostles have 

doubt?”  It’s a claim that has dogged the church and new disciples for millennia.  The claim that 

when we become disciples, we should all have perfect faith in every doctrine of the church and be 

competent and comfortable in every situation.  And of course, that’s nonsense.  Not just nonsense 

for us here and now, but nonsense for those eleven men standing on that mountain top.  They 
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were standing in the presence of a man they knew to have been dead.  Possibly they were standing 

on the same mountain that Peter and James and John witnessed the transfiguration. They were 

trying to make sense of who Jesus is; could they possibly be in the serious and scary presence of 

God?  With all that mind melting confusion is it any wonder they had doubts?  Maybe all of them 

and not just some. 

We are not perfect, and we should not be expected to have no doubts.  Doubt is not our enemy; 

the expectation of perfection is our enemy.  Maybe it’s the instruction from Jesus to teach that 

leads many church leaders to think that they have all the answers and it is the expectation that 

people will simply absorb the knowledge, without doubt or question, because it is God’s word.  The 

claim that the Bible is, like God, perfect and without contradiction or confusion, and that followers 

of Jesus should similarly be without doubt or hesitation.  That is wrong, and when you invite people 

to read the Bible and they find things that don’t agree, differences in teaching and even in what 

should be established factual details – for instance the names of the disciples – they have doubts. 

 

The irony of denying doubt in this story is that Jesus is instructing the disciples to make disciples.  

Learners, interns, apprentices; not perfect believers.  The main verb in this instruction from Jesus is 

‘make disciples’, and to do that, we have to go, to baptise and to teach.  Raising up disciples as life-

long learners who study and share the teachings of Jesus, and consideration of what it means to be 

baptised into the mysterious name of God that is at once singular and plural.  Learners who 

recognise that they are human and not just baptised in the name of the eternal, remote, perfect, 

and divine God.   Nor are they just baptised into the name of the human, welcoming Jesus.  Nor are 

they just baptised into the name of the restless, empowering Spirit.  They are baptised in this 

mysterious multiple name that says God is more.  More than divine being, more than welcoming 

teacher, and more than empowering Spirit.  A name that invites doubt and confusion, but also 

examination and learning.   

Maybe it would help to rename Trinity Sunday as Intern Sunday.  An admission that there is 

mystery and we all have so much more to learn.  An admission that when we say Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, we are not defining God but admitting that God is more than we understand.  When we 

say Father, Son and Holy Spirit, or when we try to find new, more inclusive words like Creator, 

Reconciler and Sustainer, or Heavenly Parent, Divine Child and Binding Presence, or Yahweh, 

Christos and Sophia, we are not defining God, but, in faith, uttering a stumbling understanding that 

there is more to God than we can understand. 

 

Worshipping, sharing in the community and caring for people in their need doesn’t require perfect 

faith and unfaltering knowledge of God.  Some of the disciples of Jesus doubted, and yet Jesus 

called and empowered them to be apostles.  Some of the greatest leaders of our faith have 

questioned their beliefs, questioned the doctrines and the statements, and yet they served, they 

prayed, they loved, and they lead.  Entry to the kingdom is not based on a theology exam and we 

do not have to understand, accept and believe every doctrine of the church, every statement in 

scripture, or every utterance of our leaders.  We are all learners in faith, and called simply to enter 

into the mystery of God, seeking more faith, more knowledge and deeper connection to our God 

whom we have experienced as loving Father, gracious Son and enveloping Spirit. 
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