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Reading: Matthew 9:35 – 10:10 

 

Called and Sent 
 

One of the questions I was asked in 

interviews at the college, to determine if I 

was ready to go on to be Ordained, was, 

“How do you see the world and people?”  It 

sounds like an innocent question, but it 

shapes attitudes and behaviour.   

Is the world evil and full of sinners?   

Is the world broken and in need of fixing?  

Is the world lost and in need of guidance 

and rescue?   

Is the world simply the world, a great mixed bag of good and evil?   

How you see the world shapes how you respond to the world.  Engagement and care?  Rejection 

and criticism?  The Pharisees looked on the crowds and saw sinners and backsliders who had failed 

in their duty to the law.  The same crowds that the Romans looked at and saw petulant, stubborn 

servants who were difficult to manage and hard to tax.  The Son of God looked out on the crowds 

with compassion because they were harassed and stressed and in need.  He called the disciples to 

pray to God for help to meet that need.  And then he sent them out as God’s help. 

 

When Bishop Langdon divided the Bible books into chapters in the 13th Century, he had to make 

decisions about where the stories and accounts naturally ended, and others began.  And he seems 

to have got that wrong on more than one occasion; maybe it was his understanding of Greek or 

maybe his idea about how long a chapter should be, or maybe his opinion of valuable stories for 

worship and teaching.  And he got it wrong here; the sending of the disciples on mission is a direct 

result of the prayer to God for workers which is a direct result of Jesus compassion on the crowds.  

There should not be a break, chapter 10 really should begin at Chapter 9, verse 35.  The chapter 

break doesn’t just interrupt the flow of the story, it confuses the teaching.  This is all about the 

mission; not just Jesus mission, or the apostle’s mission, but the mission of God that becomes the 

mission of the church.  A mission in response to the needs of the people.   Matthew names the 

twelve disciples who are sent, which is what apostle means – sent ones, but the only reason for a 

whole chapter of instructions is that these are the instructions to all disciples.  Despite the word 

Apostle taking on the sense of empowered leader through the stories of Acts and the writings of 

Paul, this is not just a teaching for the leaders, but for all disciples.  All workers who know 

themselves called and who go out, in response to the prayers to God in response to the concerns 

for the needs of the people.   

Put this passage beside the Beatitudes and the Great Commission and you have three strong beats 

of what the church is meant to be and do; mission is not optional, it is the very reason for our 

existence.  We are part of God’s response to the needs of the world.  We are among those who 
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know they are poor in spirit and who go out to care for others who are poor in spirit, those who 

mourn for a better world and who go out to sit with those who mourn, those who thirst for justice 

and who go out and find others to help bring in justice, and those who know themselves to be 

disciples and who go out to call others to learn the ways of God. 

 

The question, “How do you see the world and people?”, shapes how you see the church and the 

mission.  Three years ago, preaching on this same passage, I played a song called The Field by Claire 

Hazzard which is quite provocative, pointing out how the church talks about the harvest, but is too 

busy in Bible studies, worship and coffee to actually be the workers.  However, her version of 

workers is very evangelical; she talks about souls to be saved, not needs to be met.  Jesus tells the 

disciples to proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near’.   But that good news 

is about addressing need; cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  Not 

evangelism or saving souls but showing the presence of God through addressing needs.  I 

understand that this is not the totality of the gospel and, as I said, this passage should be put beside 

the Great Commission and the Beatitudes where we are called to matters of the spirit and 

righteousness and called to baptise and teach, but the prime task is to show the compassion of God 

in recognising and meeting need.  How do people hear the message, “God loves you” if we do not 

act in a way that shows that God loves? 

That list of tasks looks totally strange to the modern mind; it’s all about miracles and demons.  

However it’s not too hard to place these tasks into our context; attend the sick and the dying and 

strengthen their spirit, declare the diseased and the disabled to be welcomed, and include them 

openly in our community and fellowship, welcome and include and love those with mental illness 

and difficult behaviour.  And pray for all and their needs; show the love of God to all those who feel 

that they have been deserted by God.   

Attached to the list of tasks is the attitude that we take on mission.  Primarily the attitude towards 

money, a very balanced attitude that matches our needs with our faith.  On the one hand, as a 

sharp rebuke to all the faith healers and prosperity gospel peddlers and TV evangelists, disciples 

should not minister with an expectation of payment.  We have received the grace of God – freely 

dispensed love – how can we exact a payment for passing it on?  Being on God’s mission is not a 

path to wealth.  On the other hand, disciples have needs for food and shelter and should not be 

expected to impoverish themselves in the service of God; rather there is a reliance on the 

hospitality and generosity of those we minister to and with.   

Similarly, this looks strange to the modern mind; we can’t all be itinerant missionaries.  However, it 

can also be placed in our context.  The basic teaching of rejecting greed and profit in our ministry 

while making sure those who give of themselves are not losing out, financially or physically, can 

apply to every church and every facet of church mission and ministry.   

 

You have received the grace of God; that wonderful, welcoming acceptance and enveloping love 

that brings newness and hope.  However, that grace is not for you alone, we are called into the 

grace of God but also sent to share that grace with the world.  Your needs have been and are being 

met, so go, and address the needs of others.  God has come near to you, now go, and bring that 

presence close to others.  Our faith is one of mission.  We are not just saved from; we are saved for.  

For the needs of others, for showing the love of God, and for sharing the hope that we know with a 
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world that really needs a dose of hope.  We are called into a new life and sent to join in the chain of 

response.  As disciples we go in response to the love of God, in response to prayers we bring to 

God, in response to the needs that we see in the world around us. 
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